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Learning what
matters. Now.

Shaping bioregional identities &

scaling place-based education
with the Green Steps ARK
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“"There is not only a
crisis in natural
resources, but also
one in human
resources ...

Sir Ken Robinson
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Nature alienation

I Nature and mental
- health: An ecosystem
service perspective




“The world reveals itself to
those who are on foot.”

Werner Herzog

Deskbound: Standing up in
a sitting world.

Dr. Kelly Starrett
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Our Solution

WALK EXPERIENCE
PLACE BASED EDUCATION BIOREGIONAL
CURRICULUM

Terrestrial Ecoregions of the World: A New
Map of Life on Earth: A new global map of
terrestrial ecoregions provides an innovative
tool for conserving biodiversity

Memory: the Hippocampus is
all over the Cognitive Map
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PLAY

GAMIFIED LEARNING
ENVIRONMENT

Gamification Approaches for Education
and Engagement on Pro-
Environmental Behaviors: Searching
for Best Practices



€3 Project Applications

EDUCATION
Seamlessly extend
school premises
into nature

GOVERNANCE
tree inventory &
nature restoration

TOURISM
Create meaningful
holiday experiences
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@ What is Bioregional Education?

-4 Sources
~ BfN (vegetation)
| NOAA/NGDC (altitude)
FAO / UNESCO (soil)
CRU (climate)

Bio- and ecoregions are defined through
almost identical

Bioregional Education stresses that the
determination of a bioregion is also a
cultural phenomenon, and emphasizes

0 250 500 Kilomete
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@ Bio- and Ecoregion
Applications

Nature conservation

Preservation or restoration of

biodiversity

sustainable economy &
governance

Peace: armed conflicts arise
often because of ignoring
bioregional frame conditions

Education & Health
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AK

CASCADIA :

From Mountains and the Sea A Great Green Land ariscs.
Land and Sea on the Northeast Pacific Rim intertwine in great streaming cycles.
This Land is a gift from the Sea.

Cascadia is a lfe-place or bioregion, with its own distinctive character and
context. Water is the voice of this place. Cascadea does what it says—
Cascadia cascades! Cascadia is named for the whitewaters streaming
down her mountains. Cascades and waterfalls are the signature of

this region, joining carth & sea & sky in endless life-giving cycles

Water symbolizes the dynamisms flowing together on
many levels to create Cascadia: tectonic forces in
landforms and earth plates, weather patierns,
ocean currents, watersheds, glacial cycles,
ecology In flora and fauna. ... These natural
integrities are mirrored in social and
cultural unities-native cultures,
western settlement patterns,
current land use and sockety—
a shared history and destiny.
Convergence of all these
layers above and below

Cascadia stretches from coast to crest-
the Rocky Mountains & Continental Divide.

David McCloskey © 2014
Cascadla-Institute.org

Cascadia is A Land of Falling Waters!
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Cascadia Map, 2014




@ Why shaping bioregional identities?

Attitude
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€3 What is place-based education (PBE)?

Learning method,

which uses the
school
environment as
starting point for
practical
experiences.

Neighborhood
problems are
recognized as
most important
resources for
learning

Systems
understanding,
problem solving a
holistic empathy
are fostered
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Students are

perceived as a
resource to solve
real problems
(providing
meaning and
purpose)




Shaping Bioregional Identities
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€3 ARK Roles

Ecoregion Mentor

Commons Mentor

Community Mentor

Facilitator

Learner (student):

participate in activities
Submit species & specimens

Guide (teacher):

create events & quests
moderate a class

create and activate best
practices

Community Mentor (principal):

moderate a community
set bioregional learning goals

Commons Mentor:
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moderate a commons
curate specimens

. Ecoregion Mentor:
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moderate an ecoregion
curate species
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=We
in a defined nature learning space (school
garden - neighborhood - district - city)

="\We help you
to easily track your
students' bioregional learning progress

="\We support you in
goals and

="\We (or our partners)

Recognized
2024 environmental
award of Lower
Austria
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oreen ! seps

Community Mentor Training

web-app Set up Classes &
main menu school students

Best practice
library

teacher

B8

|
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Award IPs & Build route / Annual Overview

species quiz / quest cycle printables
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BFG Guardian Workshops
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https://ark.greensteps.me/library/bioregionen-eine-neue-weltkarte
https://ark.greensteps.me/library/bioregionen-eine-neue-weltkarte
https://ark.greensteps.me/library/bioregionen-eine-neue-weltkarte
https://ark.greensteps.me/library/bioregionen-eine-neue-weltkarte
https://ark.greensteps.me/library/mobile-campus-4-0-ecosystem-services
https://ark.greensteps.me/library/mobile-campus-4-0-ecosystem-services
https://ark.greensteps.me/library/bfg-phase-1-mapping
https://ark.greensteps.me/library/bfg-phase-1-mapping
https://ark.greensteps.me/library/workshop-6-culture-mapping
https://ark.greensteps.me/library/workshop-6-culture-mapping
https://ark.greensteps.me/library/route-quest-bfg-guard-workshop-7
https://ark.greensteps.me/library/route-quest-bfg-guard-workshop-7
https://ark.greensteps.me/library/route-quest-bfg-guard-workshop-7
https://ark.greensteps.me/library/route-story-bfg-guardian-worshop-8
https://ark.greensteps.me/library/route-story-bfg-guardian-worshop-8
https://ark.greensteps.me/library/decorating-trees-bfg-guardian-worshop-9
https://ark.greensteps.me/library/decorating-trees-bfg-guardian-worshop-9
https://ark.greensteps.me/library/collectible-bfg-cards-bfg-guardian-workshop-10
https://ark.greensteps.me/library/collectible-bfg-cards-bfg-guardian-workshop-10
https://ark.greensteps.me/library/community-map-bfg-guardian-workshop-1
https://ark.greensteps.me/library/community-map-bfg-guardian-workshop-1
https://ark.greensteps.me/library/carousel-activity-bfg-workshop-2
https://ark.greensteps.me/library/carousel-activity-bfg-workshop-2

Pilot Project

Transition Network Conference
Ober-Grafendorf, September 2024
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Route overview on Sample info board along route
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https://ark.greensteps.me/commons/ober-grafendorf/route/dirndl-spaziergang/map
https://ark.greensteps.me/commons/ober-grafendorf/route/dirndl-spaziergang/map
https://ark.greensteps.me/commons/ober-grafendorf/route/dirndl-spaziergang/map

Release Summary




@ Recap

Mapping POls

Create educational trails which include
natural and cultural features

Develop bioregional identities within a
commons / municipality

Choose between guided walks with
info boards and interactive quests

Choose between geocaching and QR
codes

Play alone or with your friends in
multiplayer mode
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@ Project Pillars
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€3 USPs for Schools

Support to
educators in
dealing with

new frame

conditions

Higher Assess and

communicate
ESD progress
clearly

Strategic Organize
outdoor outdoor
curriculum learning spaces
development meaningfully

motivation,
academic
achievement,
better health
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@ Duolingo vs Green Steps ARK

Learn a language
Infinitely scalable

Choose from a few dozen
Personalized learning
Small chapters

Gamified experience

Learn about a bioregion
Infinitely scalable

Start from your home town
Personalized learning
Short routes

Gamified experience



BAD LAND MANAGEMENT

leads to drought, soil erosion
and desertification

imate change

from so arbon
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ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION

restores soil and water cycles and
reverses desertification

Revert cliimate
change

.

Sustainable
hvelihoods

Erosion control

intact

l Soil restoration
_/ ecosystems

B

Replanting

-
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COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENT

@ Project Mission:
Triple Health

 Remove the fragmentation of education for
sustainable development and strengthen local
communities as smallest cells of a global civil society
in a gamified learning platform (SDG 17, 4).

* Drive planetary health through stewardship over
commons and the creation of bioregional identities
(SDG 13, 4) by applying environmental education 4.0
to build an internet of nature.

Adequately
prosperous

« Structure a potentially global meritocracy around the
concept of individual ecosystem service
remuneration (SDG 10, 4).

ECONOMY

2024 © ark.greensteps.me



@ Join now!

=  (Create your account

=  Talk to us on WhatsApp

= Watch Our Manual Videos

= Read the White Paper

= Qur articles on Research Gate
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https://ark.greensteps.me/about/
https://ark.greensteps.me/about/
https://chat.whatsapp.com/Lqc3gMYykWzDZcCwZKGYgd
https://chat.whatsapp.com/Lqc3gMYykWzDZcCwZKGYgd
https://ark.greensteps.me/page/manual-videos/
https://ark.greensteps.me/page/manual-videos/
https://ark.greensteps.me/page/white-paper/
https://ark.greensteps.me/page/white-paper/
https://www.researchgate.net/project/Green-Steps-ARK
https://www.researchgate.net/project/Green-Steps-ARK
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